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The Stories of Us

A story by Anonymous



JU O9guis Eand 9 S Li>ye

O3Sl pauad Jolidg (geadg (e Lo 2 Lo
o< Wil plei Lle diad JS baclus . J>lgudl jue
A28 59 Gy il puldl

Ll paxadll .exe &)l Lisy)lie JY5 o
Gl Bloasdlg (uiblgall (o dgs 3l Jol
Zlaall (o pauadll o dableiell Ololuwlly
Olgol gromils gladl draiily lslyisdl g3
dpsliddl Olsdinall 3o glise o .Guiblgall
Lo 3llaii yuin 119939 3l 79 daiiy 43y
Owiblgall Olguol

L .

jdoidl eleid doyd hillacy ggpirall 130 Coag)
lanad Jds o

Translated by Lama Al-Abweh

Verified by Tara Al-Hadithy

Published in Toronto

©2019 Department of Imaginary Affairs
All rights reserved. v1.1

Welcome to the
Department of Imaginary Affairs.

We seek, collect, and share stories of
Canadians from coast to coast to coast. Every
story helps us learn more about the people
who live in Canada.

Through our projects, we share these stories
in the hopes of creating a nation of empathetic
citizens, public services, and policies. Stories
are the key to challenging assumptions,
nurturing and fostering creativity, and giving
rise to citizen voices.

The Stories of Us

This project wants to give you a chance to
learn English through your own stories.

Funded by: Partner:

B Mennonite

I* Immigration, Refugees  Immigration, Réfugiés new Ii'e

and Citizenship Canada et Citoyenneté Canada centre
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I was born and raised in Damascus, Syria.

| went to school there until Grade 9. After that,
| joined a private college to learn English and
computer skills, to improve myself.

| lived with my grandparents because
my father was dead and my mother was
away. | have one sister and two brothers.
We all lived with my grandparents. My
grandmother passed away in 2005.

Soon, my sister got married, one of my
brothers joined the army, and my other
brother started working.

In 2007, | got engaged and married. | was in
my early 20s.

In 2008, | had my first daughter, and in 2009
| had my second daughter.

Then the war started and we moved to
Jordan.

In 2013, when we were in Jordan, | had my
third daughter. We stayed in Jordan from 2012
to 2018. We were renting an apartment there.

With the help of the UN, we made it to
Canada as refugees in July 2018.

One of my brothers stayed in Jordan

and the other one came to Canada a few
years ago. My sister stayed in Syria and is
currently battling cancer.

| was very happy when | first came to
Canada. Life here is much better for me,
especially for my kids in the schools.
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But the transition was not easy. When we
first came, my kids found it hard to leave
their family behind. They were used to
playing with their cousins and spending
time with their uncle and grandmother.

The language barrier was another issue. The
kids couldn’t make friends. When they first
came, nobody else would talk with them.

Even now, we feel that it’s hard to go out
of the house. This is a new country and we
don’t know a lot about it. Sometimes | feel
afraid to go out.

But this our home now, and we are trying to
cope.
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Who is the story about?
What country is he/she from?
What city is he/she from?

What does he/she like about her city/
country?

When did he/she come to Canada?

Is he/she happy? Why?

Is he/she sad? Why?

What does he/she say about Canada?
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What does he/she want to do in the
future?



