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Welcome to the
Department of Imaginary Affairs.

We seek, collect, and share stories of
Canadians from coast to coast to coast. Every
story helps us learn more about the people
who live in Canada.

Through our projects, we share these stories
in the hopes of creating a nation of empathetic
citizens, public services, and policies. Stories
are the key to challenging assumptions,
nurturing and fostering creativity, and giving
rise to citizen voices.

The Stories of Us

This project wants to give you a chance to
learn English through your own stories.

Funded by: Partner:

2 new

I*I Immigration, Refugees Immigration, Réfugiés
and Citizenship Canada et Citoyenneté Canada



3B 33 (Saiy pasS o0 358 alo [sLS @y Syl 51 18
u_f_u'jé_)s_) L)JI 9)9,439)&3151 el i ey ylaw
a1 @ lal @l dzals oll 4 cowd (Tolaza "MalS
il pase lad @ pose 9 e Jio I dan Lis au)

0 33) pysle 9 uau b g Syky s S ya gll se
Lol (@sS 50 Say S8 QLAJJL;\T S s gl s sS
Syl 31 o8 i 68 .anls o3 gl Gluan
cezala gy sales 6igs LIS s SW)

3 lin Jlea oS qinls sgal (pagy plea oyl 5o o
3l aS 6)‘5)" Jlsuds‘ 6“'? a f““""’“') Cen 9 ‘ms L\.A.;\ [RYE1SY
Ji o oo 0 oS @l asils Lo iy S ihis

cedily azinls b 2alys oS sgy ol pallasl @iy By

0 9308 45 (5153 @ilgl e dale i oS pa)S e ySE

9 plosal a5 cenl ola oa3ly @S ¢ g3 18UIS yu 1y psyS

S o ks Ho

355 oS el g3 3l 55 s cnlin J S5 055 Ity
555391 38 3900 31 35 ey gyl Joond Lol .paS o
& Bl Jo lpsias b (ylzwa) glayes 33 S pasS a

QL oy o alas

Before | came to Canada, | thought life would
be much easier in Canada. | expected a
completely different life than the one | had in
Iran. But it seems the world is the same and
people are people.

Back home, we lived in a big house with my
parents. Here we live in a small apartment,
but the neighbourhood is ok. | didn’t have
any clear dreams about what my life would
look like in Canada.

Because | was a teacher in Iran, | hoped |
would find a similar job in Canada. | would
have liked to have a job where | am talking,
like a teacher, instead of a job where | work
with my hands. | expected that | would be
earning an average salary. | thought it would
take me half a year to start living the life |
imagined in Canada. It has been 11 months
now and | am still trying.

Finding a good job here is harder than |
thought. However, surviving the winter here
was easier than | thought. | thought | would
die in the Canadian winter, but nothing
happened and I’m alive.
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2 The Stories of Us

Learning a new culture and how everything
works here has been a barrier. | have
succeeded in taking some courses in
translation and customer services and
receiving certifications.

The most difficult part is that nobody knows
me and my abilities. | don’t have a powerful
network of people here who will connect

me to opportunities. | have learned to think
about new careers and how to connect them
with my talents.

Right now, | am working a part-time job as
a caretaker. | like to help people, but | don’t
like to carry heavy things.

When | saw the costs and prices in Canada,
| felt discouraged. Rent here is four or

five times more than in Iran. When | saw
how different kinds of people live together
in Toronto, | felt encouraged. This is not
Canada, this is China, Iran, Mexico, all living
together.
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| am grieving the easy life | had when | lived
with my parents. | feel this grief in my heart.

| grieve by walking, singing, and praying. Life
keeps me going, because it doesn’t stop and
I go with it.

| am grateful for the freedom and human
rights | gained in Canada. I’'ve learned to be
more realistic in what | hope for. The free
career courses have been very helpful to me.
The church that sponsored me to come here
has been a great support system for me.
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Questions
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Who is the story about?
What country is he/she from?
What city is he/she from?

What does he/she like about her city/
country?

When did he/she come to Canada?

Is he/she happy? Why?

Is he/she sad? Why?

What does he/she say about Canada?

What does he/she want to do in the
future?



