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Welcome to the
Department of Imaginary Affairs.

We seek, collect, and share stories of
Canadians from coast to coast to coast. Every
story helps us learn more about the people
who live in Canada.

Through our projects, we share these stories
in the hopes of creating a nation of empathetic
citizens, public services, and policies. Stories
are the key to challenging assumptions,
nurturing and fostering creativity, and giving
rise to citizen voices.

The Stories of Us

This project wants to give you a chance to
learn English through your own stories.

Funded by: Partner:

B Mennonite

I*I Immigration, Refugees  Immigration, Réfugiés new Ii'e

and Citizenship Canada et Citoyenneté Canada centre
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| am from...

| am from a place with beautiful weather,
waterfalls, and mountains.

| am from a place where we speak Dari and
Pashto.

| am from people that have brown eyes, long
black hair, and light brown skin.

| am from different people like Uzbek,
Hazara, and Pashton.

| am from a place that has sports like
buzkashi, football, and cricket.

| am from a place where women wear
beautiful clothes like kameez and salwar.

| am from a place where we eat kaboli,
aashak, and bolani manto.

| am from a place that has beautiful
seasons.

| am from a place with Muslims who follow
the Prophet Muhammad.

| am from Herat, Afghanistan.
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2 The Stories of Us

My journey to Canada

My family decided to go to Canada in 2019
because there was a war in my country,
Afghanistan. We chose Canada because
this country is beautiful and has so many
facilities. Some people told us not to go
and others prayed for our safety. Some of
my family was already in Canada before |
arrived here. My expectations of Canada
before | came here was that it would be the
same as my home country. Once | arrived, |
saw that everything was different.

In the days before leaving Pakistan, | went
to the bazaar to buy the things we needed
for our journey. When | was packing, |

had to leave behind some of my beautiful
clothing that | feel very comfortable
wearing. My hope was that | could start a
new life in Canada. | was excited to see my
family that was in Canada but | also feared
starting my life in a new country.
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My first weeks in Canada

| arrived in Toronto, Canada with my family
in February 2019. The temperature was

so cold. We stayed in my grandmother’s
apartment.

We visited Fairway Mall, City Hall, and
Brimley Beach. The first photos | took were
at City Hall with my uncle, his wife, and my
sisters and brother.

For two days | took the subway with my
family. | have learned to take the bus from
home to my LINC class. |1 go to LINC class
to study English every day.

| didn’t try any new food here. | only ate ice-
cream at Wendy’s, which was good but my
home city makes better ice-cream. It is so
yummy.
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4 The Stories of Us

About me

What I love

| like learning about health and medicine.
For example, | would love to learn how to
treat snake bites. | would love to work at a
foundation that helps people who are hurt.
| love to travel and learn about the history
of different places. My heart is happy when
I do well in school. | love going to nature,
including beautiful areas like the sea.

What I’'m good at

| am a good listener. | can understand
whether people are feeling happy or sad
and | am good at making them feel relaxed.
It is easy for me to love, care for, and
respect people. As a result, everyone wants
to become friends with me, especially older
people. | am also good at learning history.

| want to study and become a millionaire so
I can help poor people, orphans, and other

people in need. When they are happy, Allah
is happy.
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The world | want

The world would be a better place if
everyone lived in peace without war and
bombs. | want to live in a society that loves
everyone, where people are not defined by
their religion or skin colour. | want to live in
a society with people who don’t talk back
to each other or peer pressure each other.
For me, the most important thing is that

we help each other. My heart breaks when
people speak in bad words with each other,
especially with me. | want to help create a
world without war, as this is the best way to
build the world.

The Stories of Us
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Who is the story about?
What country is he/she from?
What city is he/she from?

What does he/she like about her city/
country?

When did he/she come to Canada?

Is he/she happy? Why?

Is he/she sad? Why?

What does he/she say about Canada?

What does he/she want to do in the
future?



