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Welcome to the
Department of Imaginary Affairs.

We seek, collect, and share stories of
Canadians from coast to coast to coast. Every
story helps us learn more about the people
who live in Canada.

Through our projects, we share these stories
in the hopes of creating a nation of empathetic
citizens, public services, and policies. Stories
are the key to challenging assumptions,
nurturing and fostering creativity, and giving
rise to citizen voices.

The Stories of Us

This project wants to give you a chance to
learn English through your own stories.

Funded by:

I* Immigration, Refugees Immigration, Réfugiés
and Citizenship Canada et Citoyenneté Canada
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About Me

My name is Dania and | am 25 years old. |
was born in Damascus, Syria.

| lost my father in the war, and my mother,
brother, and sister are still in Damascus.

| am married to my husband Khaled, and we
have two daughters.

I was studying to be a secretary in Syria, but
| didn’t complete it because of the war.

Memories of Damascus

In Arabic, Damascus is called The Jasmine
City because there are a lot of jasmine trees
everywhere. It has a very good smell. It’s a
very old city. | think it’s the oldest capital in
the world. It’s a big and busy city. There is
lots of traffic and lots of people.

Fleeing to Lebanon

The war started in 2011. My family and | left
Damascus and moved to Beirut, Lebanon in
2013 when | was 19 years old. We moved to
Lebanon because they started to take all the
people in my town to jail.
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2 The Stories of Us

When we came to Beirut, we lived with a
relative, but we needed to make money to
live. My father was 51 then and couldn’t
find work because he didn’t have any
professional training like a doctor or a
carpenter. In Syria, he was a businessman,
but he lost everything in the war.

| started working as a waitress, but it was a
big shock for my father. My father wanted
us to have good jobs and did not want us to
work until we finished university. He had a
stroke. He was in the hospital for one week
before he died.

Meeting my Husband

I met my husband Khaled in 2014 and we
married in the same year. He left Syria
and moved to Jordan because of the war.
Khaled had a workshop and worked as a
carpenter in Jordan.

In 2013, we connected on Facebook and fell
in love. My father told me, “Khaled’s a good
man. He’s a good carpenter.” My father
gave us his blessing, but he died before
they could meet.

| went to Jordan to meet Khaled, but at that
time they didn’t allow Syrian people into
the country. So Khaled sold everything, and
came to Lebanon to marry and be with me.
When he arrived, he had $1200. Lebanon is
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very expensive like Canada. He wanted to
book a hotel for our honeymoon, but one
night at the hotel was $300. We didn’t have
any wedding celebrations and got married
in our home with a few family members. We
lived with my family for 6-8 months and then
we rented a small house - a very bad house
- to be alone.

The rent was $300 a month. It was on the
5th floor and there was no elevator. In

the winter, there was water leaking from
the ceiling. We stayed there for one year
because it was cheap. | had a gold bracelet
and we sold it so that Khaled could rent

a workshop to do his carpentry work. He
started making ouds, which are Arabic
musical instruments. When his business
started to grow, we moved to a better house
near his work.
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4 The Stories of Us

My First Daughter

I went to the United Nations (UN) in Lebanon
to find a job because | had experience
volunteering with the UN in Syria. They

said there was no job for me in Lebanon,
but told me | could register my name as a
refugee. Soon after that in 2015 | had my
first daughter, Celia. It cost me $100 to go
to Syria, deliver the baby, and come back.
In Lebanon, if you are a UN refugee, you
pay 20% of the cost, but you cannot get a
birth certificate for the baby for 6 months to
one year. | went to Syria alone when | was 9
months pregnant, because they would take
Khaled to the army if he came with me.

| tried to go back to Lebanon 15 days after
the baby was born. At the border they
refused me. | said my husband was renting
a house there and working, but they didn’t
accept it. After 10 days, | tried crossing with
another driver, who paid the guards at the
border, and they let us cross into Lebanon.
Khaled saw his baby for the first time after
25 days. It was very difficult.
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The Journey to Canada

My relatives in Canada told us that Canada
had a sponsorship program. A church in
Dryden, Ontario sponsored me, Khaled, Celia,
my mother and my brother, and another
church sponsored my uncle. When we had
the interview with the Canadian embassy,
they accepted me, Khaled, and Celia but
refused my mother and brother because they
went to Syria to renew my brother’s passport.
They said, “If you are going to Syria and
coming back, then you are safe. There’s no
danger for you.”

One year later, in November 2016, they called
us and said “Your flight will be on November
21.” We couldn’t believe it. Khaled’s business
was growing quickly, and he wasn’t sure if
we should stay or go. We decided to come to
Canada for a better future for our daughter. It
was very hard to leave my family.

The Stories of Us 5
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6 The Stories of Us

Arriving in Canada

We arrived in Toronto and received our
Permanent Residency papers right away.
When we arrived in Thunder Bay, my uncle
was there because he had arrived one year
before us. Our relatives and our sponsors
from the church in Dryden came to the
airport. They drove four hours to welcome
us. When the airport doors opened, there
were lots of people that we didn’t know but
everyone came with a warm welcome.

Finding Home and
Community in Dryden

The church rented a house for us in Dryden.
| couldn’t believe it. It was a big house with
10 bedrooms, two fireplaces, a sauna room.
They thought my mother and brother were
coming with us. When we arrived, there was
a small party where we met all the sponsors.
They said, “This is your home now, for one
year.” We said thank you but there were no
words to express our gratitude.

We stayed in Dryden for ten months. We
met amazing people. They were like our
family. There was one lady there that | still
call “Auntie”, she’s like my mother there.
They helped us a lot. Khaled started working
as a carpenter in a cabinet company, and

| worked as a dental assistant, and Celia
went to daycare. In the winter, volunteers in
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Dryden drove us around.

Back home they gave us the wrong idea
about people in the West. I’'m a Muslim

and our sponsors were Christian, but they
don’t care about religion or colour, they just
wanted to help us.

On Khaled’s birthday, the church priest
surprised us with a small car. It was a used
car that a lady had donated to us. The priest
also gave us some money as a loan so we
could buy Khaled’s tools, and we paid it
back to him monthly. With his tools, Khaled
started building ouds. He also built an oud
for Canada with rosewood and a maple
leaf in the middle. The community put it on
Facebook and all the musicians in Toronto
and the Canadian Orchestra told him to
move closer to Toronto.

The people in Dryden are great but it’s a
small city. There was no Arabic community
there. We decided to move to Toronto,
where there were more people who knew
about the oud.

The Stories of Us 7



L 9i09)93 9 dolBl

i Ol L9y23 OS5 @ 9139)93 Gl B Ol S Leaie
o9 did ellai lgaa) cdae Ll Hliwl dugds il
9|)34.u 830] Lo:.).>l.-.¢w Ol gulaiias LS 13] g lw 5idg)g)
P92 Jed . 198 Byio 2 ) gabaans Loy (004
&l oy>lg Ay asuh Juail Halys Whysles (o 3>lg
Jaus Bgaw Ll ol M+ dive dge (5pidn Ol 3
giue Ol galatany 3 @iy Sl podll 5 913995 ]
1A Jlo J2)l - 939)95 9 Aidyg 325 O Job 3l
B0 32l O 3 Gl x| A giig)e5 6 HSuaian
Jey J2l 0l 323 Logd (s Jesdl J21 o 1S g0
Laelue guniung dyyell dalll @lSie wlylasll 8

Dbl o Uazgg e 30) Lide Jiliall G 2) pl8
OB el (80 LgialS5 Joamis Ol (Seg Lisuel il
Liol8l Lo udioy @) 63 byl ol Say 3 <l Jodiy

Ol LSy 3 3 1S 8 33 @il (ppiian 1008 3
acgall 9o 3219 poy S8 Il Wjie Lazg " 050 (55
U3 .oy liwas Ll llallg daidl §)slsa) 3asoll
00 98 ($)lasll JuSolly Jasll A Tagg byzliwl

oo ailgac 350 ol Juis @ « 031 Gupdall Wbl
el o 3 8)231 W Lassg ol dlwg cllall

Jo3l §9ilS 1) (3 .a1i9)95 I Likiog Losic Jol> s
Al o Lipan oS Wg> dsldl Lidab cusil TV
Wy o> Jitell U3 lame sy + 39320l plall
3alS531 d2ll pled duwy s azg Jolil g (e
Cand .yl Bl Laiw Lgisley oludy 938y duls dals
gl uabadl somall Lle duas g audill sheb
- @l sgiumall 8 )31 Ulg woluwdl (sgiunall

3 Y i) ) hatS Gk Gaubs L8 sLadl
QST Ol o N, Wi doyell dalll @S 351 3299
Wi BIS .S o Juadl ol B, dyslSiYl
Lgaclw (poo Halys u9 Oxsohiall o sl LaJl
Juolss le Wilog gomdl (3 e 3ulSidl pla
35 Lt &Sl (9 sy duniSIl 6 O pamo
- 8339)95 B 5L Il

8 The Stories of Us

Settling in Toronto

The dentist that | worked with had a condo
in downtown Toronto. She rented it to us for
1-2 months. One day before we left Dryden,
a man called Khaled and told him he wanted
to buy an oud. Khaled told him we were
moving to Toronto. It turns out the man was
a real estate agent. He spoke Arabic and he
said he could help us.

For one month he showed us homes. We
found some homes that we liked and could
afford, but the owners said they couldn’t
rent to us because we had been in Canada
for less than two years. “You are new

in Canada, so we cannot trust you.” We
found our current house one day before
we needed to leave the condo. Khaled
started to work, and the real estate agent
is our best friend now. He didn’t take his
commission from the owner and asked
them to reduce the rent for us instead.

On December 31, 2017, | delivered my second
daughter, Julia in Toronto. She was our New
Year’s gift from God. | stayed with her until
she started to walk and in September | found
a LINC school that had daycare for her age.
I’'m Level 7. Living in Dryden helped me to
improve my English a lot because nobody
spoke Arabic there and you have to speak in
English. Now my speaking is better than my
writing. There were also a lot of volunteers in
Dryden who helped us learn English twice a
week. We still keep in touch with them. The
priest from the church and a woman from the
library also came to visit us in Toronto.
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The Future

Khaled doesn’t make a lot of money right
now because making the oud takes time.
If it’s a $1000 order, he has to work 2-3
months on it. If he had a helper, the work
would be faster. | got a government loan
(OSAP) for an 8-month program called
English for Academic Purposes at Seneca
College. Hopefully | can do a Business
Administration course after that. | love
office work and want to find a job in that
area. | want to contribute to growing
Khaled’s business together.

The most unbelievable part of our journey
in Canada happened one day before | wrote
this story. When we were in Dryden, Khaled
made an oud especially for Canada with a
maple and rosewood Canadian flag on it.
Khaled wrote the words “Oh Canada, Our
Canada” on the oud. He spent 3 months
creating this oud because he wanted to
offer it to Justin Trudeau as a gift from all
of the Syrians that Canada accepted. We
didn’t know how we would reach the Prime
Minister. Lucy, the manager where | took
LINC classes helped us a lot. She talked to
her boss and they were able to connect with
Justin Trudeau’s office. They arranged for
us to meet him and give him the oud when
he was in Toronto in December 2018. We
couldn’t believe we actually met him. It has
been a big adventure for us. From Syria to
Lebanon to Jordan to Lebanon to Thunder
Bay to Dryden to Toronto. I’m happy here
for the future of my children. In my eyes,
they are in the best country in the world.

The Stories of Us 9
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Sduad)l Blasl H93i o Jo> 1. Who is the story about?
S/ 90 ab éi o 2. What country is he/she from?
S digdo ‘:;T OO0 3. What city is he/she from?
ez 9T ol 9 pg sl b 4. What does he/she like about her city/
country?
ClaiS Ll lgsl> Lio 5. When did he/she come to Canada?
Sled Selagw o Jo 6. Is he/she happy? Why?
Skl SOg)> e Jo 7. Is he/she sad? Why?
ClassS e Helesy 13le 8. What does he/she say about Canada?
Susimall 9 lglegy O Ogaum 13le 9. What does he/she want to do in the

future?
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