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A story by Moluk
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Welcome to the
Department of Imaginary Affairs.

We seek, collect, and share stories of
Canadians from coast to coast to coast. Every
story helps us learn more about the people
who live in Canada.

Through our projects, we share these stories
in the hopes of creating a nation of empathetic
citizens, public services, and policies. Stories
are the key to challenging assumptions,
nurturing and fostering creativity, and giving
rise to citizen voices.

The Stories of Us

This project wants to give you a chance to
learn English through your own stories.

Funded by:

I*I Immigration, Refugees Immigration, Réfugiés
and Citizenship Canada et Citoyenneté Canada
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My Iran

My name is Moluk. I’m 53 years old.
| was born in Ahwaz. It is in south Iran.
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Ahwaz is a hot city. It is close to the water.
It has oil.

It has good land for growing vegetables.
The seawater is sweet, not salty. You can
drink it. | speak both Farsi and Arabic. |
have a very big family. My grandfather had
14 daughters and 14 sons. The house | was
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born in was very big. We all lived together
and ate together. My dad had factory
business. The factory made tiles.

When | was five, my dad built a beautiful
house. We moved there. In total we are 9
children - five girls and four boys.

Photo by Hasan Almasi on Unsplash
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The War

The Iranian Revolution started. | was 13 or
14 years old. Everything changed.

Then, the war between Iran and Iraq started.
There were bombs in the streets. There was
no water and no electricity.

We didn’t go to school for five years.

Many people lost their houses in the war.

| helped people.

| asked, “Please open the school for
homeless people.”

| learned sewing. | loved it.

~— T —

‘0"

| was a sewing teacher for girls and women.
| taught the classes for free. The women got
jobs.

The Stories of Us 3
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4 The Stories of Us

My Husband

I met my neighbours brother. | was 19.

We fell in love. We got married and moved
to Tehran.

| was very close to my family. It was hard to
leave my family.

My Life in Tehran

In Tehran, | was a tailor.

My husband was a handyman.

Photo by Kris Atomic on Unsplash
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| had my first daughter, Negin.
| had my second child, Nooshin. Negin was
7 years old.

Leaving Iran

| decided to leave. It was very hard.
Iran was not a safe country. | wanted my
kids in a safe country.

The Stories of Us
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6 The Stories of Us

Living in Europe

We went to a refugee camp in Holland.
Everyone unhappy in the camp.
| asked all the women to exercise together.

Photo by Jos Zwaan on Unsplash
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We danced to music. They felt happy.

| also taught sewing to women.

We stayed in Europe for a year and a half.

| had no family there. | was very lonely.

| had no job. | had heart problems.

| said, “l don’t like it here and | don’t want
my girls to grow up here. We can go back to

Iran or we can go to Canada.”

My husband’s younger brother was in
Canada. We decided to go to Canada.

Coming to Canada

My two daughters and | came to Canada. My
husband stayed in Holland.

We arrived in Canada as refugees. They
said, “Welcome to Canada.”

| was happy.

I came to Canada with $400. At the airport,
they said, “Go to a shelter.” | cried. I’'m not a
homeless person. | had a good life. My kids
went to a good school.

| told him my brother-in-law was here. |
didn’t know where he lived. He didn’t know

we were coming to Canada.

Someone found his phone number. My
brother-in-law came to the airport.

The Stories of Us 7
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10 The Stories of Us

Our First Home and My
First Job

We moved to a one-bedroom apartment.
| made breakfast. | went to school at 8am. |
came back at 3:30pm.

| picked up Negin and Nooshin from school.
We went shopping, and cooked fresh food
everyday. We had dinner at 7pm and then |

started to study.

I worked as a tailor. | got $12 an hour. | did
good work.

Then | worked for a company. Three months
later, | was in charge of alterations.
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A Home to Call Ours

My dad died in Iran. He was a rich man. He
left some money for me.

We bought an apartment in North York 16
years ago.

| used the money for our apartment.
It’s important to make a plan.
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12 The Stories of Us

My Life Today

Now | have my own shop. My customers are
very happy.

| work Monday to Saturday in my sewing
shop and Sunday is my day off.

Now I live by myself. My husband
and | separated.

My daughters moved out. | love to cook
food for my kids. They love it.

| love Persian dancing. | love music. | have a
group of friends.

We go to an Iranian party every two weeks.

We dance, eat, and enjoy a few hours
together.

The Future

In Iran, we help each other. | can ask my
sister to watch my kids. | can ask my family
to help with my rent. But in Canada, it’s just
you.
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My body is not very strong, but my heart
and head are strong.

It is hard to be by yourself. | don’t feel very
lonely.

| don’t know the future. What will happen
when | get older? In my future, | want peace.
Thank you to the Government of Canada. My
daughters and | started a new life here.
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Who is the story about?
What country is he/she from?
What city is he/she from?

What does he/she like about her city/
country?

When did he/she come to Canada?

Is he/she happy? Why?

Is he/she sad? Why?

What does he/she say about Canada?

What does he/she want to do in the
future?



