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Welcome to the
Department of Imaginary Affairs.

We seek, collect, and share stories of
Canadians from coast to coast to coast. Every
story helps us learn more about the people
who live in Canada.

Through our projects, we share these stories
in the hopes of creating a nation of empathetic
citizens, public services, and policies. Stories
are the key to challenging assumptions,
nurturing and fostering creativity, and giving
rise to citizen voices.

The Stories of Us

This project wants to give you a chance to
learn English through your own stories.

Funded by: Partner:

. Mennon ite I ie
centre

I* Immigration, Refugees Immigration, Réfugiés
and Citizenship Canada et Citoyenneté Canada
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| am from...

| am from a small rural village, rocks, and
mountains.

| am from a beautiful place where flowers
and green grass can be found everywhere,
anytime.

| am from a quiet countryside where you
can hear the stream singing.

| am from a poor farming family where mud
is everywhere when it’s rainy.

| am from a united family where all the
relatives sit around and chat together after
sunset.

| am from a family of farmers whose major
crop was corn.

| am from a hometown with all sorts of wild
mushrooms.

| am from the home of the famous Stone
Forest.

| am from a livable place where it is spring
the whole year.
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My journey to Canada

My family decided to apply to immigrate to
Canada in January 2010. At that time, we
thought moving to another country would
give us a new start and a new life. We chose
Canada because immigrating to Canada is
easier than immigrating to other countries.
Before | came to Canada, | only knew one
of my business friends who had moved

to Toronto. | had high expectations about
Canadian education and lifestyle. | learned
these things from the media.

Before | left China, | went back to my
hometown and lived with my parents for
more than half a year. If | had one more
day in my hometown, | would have spent it
preparing some delicious traditional food
for my parents.

| hoped that | would learn fluent English and
adjust to the new life in Canada as quickly
as possible. | feared that | would not be able
to express myself during an emergency
situation.
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| came to Canada with my husband and my
son. During my journey to Canada, | was
thinking about whether my husband would
be able to find a job and about how | could
improve my English as soon as possible.
On the airplane, | felt like | was travelling
to another city in my own country because
almost all the people on the flight were
Chinese. It helped me not feel stressed.
During the journey, a kid screamed and
cried and his mother looked so tired and
wasn’t able to calm him down. It seemed
like the kid needed some sort of special
healthcare service and it made me think
that they were lucky to be immigrating

to Canada where these services were
available. Meanwhile, | wasn’t confident
about my decision and new life.
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My first weeks in Canada

Arriving

My family and | arrived in Toronto, Canada in
May 2014. It was spring but the weather was
still cool. We stayed in a hotel in North York.
The place that we stayed in was good, but |
didn’t feel well in it.

We went to the supermarket and the
playground. We took our first photo in the
playground where my son played. He felt
very happy to go on the swings. We got
around by bus and on foot. The weather
was very good for walking. It finally resulted
in me losing my weight very quickly.

| spent my days taking care of my son who
was almost three years old. | also cooked
for the family. We found many different
kinds of food in Canada.

| was afraid to communicate with others
because | was feeling ashamed of my poor
English. We made friends with two other
families who lived in the same hotel as my
family. | felt a little bit nervous during the
first few weeks.
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About me

What I love

| used to play table-tennis and swim for
hours without getting bored. | used to read
romantic novels and forgot to eat, sleep, and
pee. Now, doing meditation makes me lose
track of time. | like travelling everywhere,
especially to rural places and enjoying
nature. | enjoy my time on these trips.

What I’'m good at

| used to get good marks in school
compared to others, with less effort than
others. | learned to swim by watching
videos and | was able to do it after only
two tries in a swimming pool. When | was
a small child, | knew how to change safety
wire and repair electric circuits.

| am also a good listener. | am patient and
empathetic, and people ask me for help with
their complaints.

The world | want

The world would be a better place if
everyone lived in harmony. | want to live

in a society where life is simple, with no
competition, jealousy, or envy. | mostly love
to help people have a healthy body and
mind.
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Questions

1.

BXTIENHE?

it/ 4th Sk B HRNEIZK?

fth/4th ke B M ?

fi/ b XX BI T /E R+ A7

ftb /4t fRIET SR B INZK?
= HID? RA?
g IS ? FftA?

fib/ X MNEAREFAIFIL?
fth/4hTE R FARM AT A2
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Who is the story about?
What country is he/she from?
What city is he/she from?

What does he/she like about her city/
country?

When did he/she come to Canada?

Is she happy? Why?

Is she sad? Why?

What does he/she say about Canada?

What does he/she want to do in the
future?



